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June 21, 2010

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As oil continues to spill into the Gulf of Mexico, it is essential that the United States government,
together with British Petroleum, do all it can to assist in containing this damage. I am concerned that the
Administration’s failure to issue a waiver under the Jones Act is exacerbating harm to the Gulf Coast.

The Jones Act limits transportation of merchandise in U.S. waters to American vessels. To accept
assistance from an international entity, the Administration must waive the Act. To date, there has been no
such waiver. As a result, while the U.S. may be using some foreign technologics, we have declined the
use of additional clean-up ships because they are foreign-owned.

Administration personnel have continuously downplayed the Jones Act. Coast Guard Admiral Thad
Allen, National Incident Commander for the Deepwater BP Oil Spill Response, said, “If it gets to the
point where there’s a Jones Act [waiver] required, we’re willing to do that, too. Nobody’s come to me
with a request for a Jones Act waiver, but any skimming capability we can bring in, we’re looking for.”!

The following day, Carol Browner, Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change and a key
‘advisor on the ongoing Administration-wide response to the BP oil spill, was asked why the Jones Act
had not been waived. Browner responded, “If it’s necessary to waive the Jones Act then that will be
taken care of. At this point it hasn’t been necessary.”

As recently as June 15, White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs said, “If somebody down there needed
a ship from the Netherlands or somewhere clse, the President and Admiral Allen would waive the Jones
Act in ten seconds.”

However, three days after the explosion, the U.S. turned down an offer from the Dutch government to
provide ships with oil-skimming booms and to help with building sand barriers. The British government
offered to transport half of its stockpile of chemical dispersants to the U.S., but was also declined.’

! Admiral Thad Allen, Press Briefing by National Incident Commander, June 10, 2010, available at

hitp:/fwww.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com/go/doc/2931/627127/.
: Carol Browner, Open for Questions — BP Gil Spill with Carol Browaer, June 11, 2010, available at
http /fwww.whitehouse.gov/blog/2010/06/1 1/open-questions-bp-spill-what-you-missed.

Mark Halperin, The Page - Politics up to the Minute, Time, June 15, 2010, available at
http://thepage.time.com/remarks-gibbs-on-fox-friends-june-15-2010/.
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On June 10, 2010, Florida Senator Bill Nelson wrote to Adm. Allen stating, ““[I]n this time of disaster, I
believe we must use the [Jones] Act’s flexibility to put international resources to work protecting the Gulf
and our coastline. It is my understanding that, under the Act, foreign oil spill response vessels may
operate in U.S. waters on an emergency basis if the federal on-scene coordinator determines U.S. vessels
are insufficient.”

The next day, Florida Attorney General Bill McCollum also requested a waiver of the Jones Act, writing,
“Federal law should not stand in the way of relief to our natural resources and economies. 1 respectfully
ask that the provisions of the Jones Act be waived given the ongoing environmental disaster, as it was
waived to assist in response to Hurricane Katrina,”

In your address to the nation on June 15, you said, “We will fight this spill with everything we’ve got for
as long as it takes. And we will do whatever’s necessary to help the Gulf Coast and its people recover
from this tragedy.” This necessarily includes accepting help from our international allies.

While I am aware that unions oppose Jones Act waivers, and I am always sensitive to the need to support
U.S. industry and jobs, the emergency in the Gulf represents an “all hands on deck” situation. The Gulf
Coast simply needs all the help it can get.

George W. Bush approved a Jones Act waiver within days of Hurricane Katrina.® Your Administration
has now received at least two formal requests for waivers. I urge swift action in granting this waiver to
minimize harm to the Gulf Coagj.

Sincerely,
I~ L\W

F.Ja senbrenner, Jr,

Ranking ®Member

Select Committee on Energy Independence
and Global Warming

Cc. Carol Browner, Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change.

Admiral Thad Allen, U.S. Coast Guard, National Incident Commander for the Deepwater BP Qil
Spill.

‘ Loren Stefty, U.S. and BP Slow to Accept Dutch Expertise, Houston Chronicle, Fune 8, 2010, available at

http /fwww.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/business/steffy/7043272 html.

Robin Pagnamenta, US Turned Down Britain’s Offer to Help Clean up BP Oil Rig Spill, The Sunday
Times, June 14, 2010, availabie at
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/us_and_americas/article7149576.ece.
6 Brian Wilson, Jones Act Slowing Oil Spiif Cleanup?, Foxnews.com, June 10, 2010, available at

http://liveshots.blogs.foxnews.com/2010/06/10/jones-act-slowing-oil-spill-cleanup/?test=latestne ws.
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